
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
Genesis 1:1
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A brief history of ancient Israel



Adam to Abraham

ÅThe Fall

ÅMurder of 

Abel

ÅEnoch 3300 

BC

ÅFlood 2348 

BC

ÅTower of 

Babel 2240 

BC

ÅCall of 

Abraham 

2091 BC

ÅAbraham 

moves to 

Canaan 

1800 BC

ÅBondage in 

Egypt for 

400 years



Abraham to Joshua

ÅAbraham

ïBegat Isaac

ÅJacob (Israel)

ï12 tribes

ÅJacob & Leah

ïBegat Judah

ÅAncestor of David

ï14 generations to 

Christ

ÅJacob & Rachael

ïBegat Joseph

ÅEphraim

ÅManasseh

ÅJoseph in Egypt

ÅMoses & Exodus 

1440 BC



3900 BC ï1800 BC

2950 BC Noah

2240 BC Tower 

of Babel

2348 BC Flood

2240 BC Jared

sails to America

1970 BC Abraham 

departs from Ur

Pentateuch or Books of Moses:

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,

Numbers, Deuteronomy

(PGP: Moses, Abraham)

1st Chronicles: 

Adam to David

Job 2000-1800 BC ?

The red italic text indicates the approximate time span 

covered by the particular books of the Old Testament 

3900 BC Adam



1800 BC ï960 BC

1700 BC Famine 

forces Israelites to 

migrate to Egypt

1440 BC Moses 

lead the exodus 

from Egypt

Moses receives the 

law at Mt. Sinai

1020 BC Saul is 

anointed as the first 

Jewish king

1800 BC Abraham 

migrates to Canaan

Pentateuch or Books of Moses:

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,

Numbers, Deuteronomy

(PGP: Moses, Abraham)

Joshua 1405 -1390 BC

Judges 1380 -1045 BC

Ruth 1100 BC

1000 BC David becomes 

king, conquers Jerusalem

1st Samuel 

1105-1011 BC

2nd Samuel 

1011-971 BC



The Prophetic Books 835 BC ï420 BC

Pre-exile

Judah (south)

Joel 835 BC

Isaiah 740-680 BC

Micah 735-710 BC

Zephaniah 635-625 BC

Jeremiah 627-580 BC

Habakkuk 609-605 BC

Lamentations 586 BC

Israel (north)

Amos 767-753 BC

Hosea 755-710 BC

Ninevah

Jonah 760 BC

Nahum 660 BC

Edom

Obadiah 890 BC

or 586-539 BC?

Exile in Babylon

Daniel 605-536 BC

Ezekiel 593-570 BC

Post-exile

Haggai 520-518 BC

Zechariah 520-518 BC

Malachi 432-420 BC



960 BC ï720 BC

960 BC 

Solomon 

builds First 

Temple

722-720 BC 

Assyrian conquest 

10 northern tribes 

exiled

Wisdom Books:

Psalms, 

Proverbs,

Ecclesiastes,

Song of Solomon

2nd Kings 854 

- 560 BC

2nd Chronicles: 

Solomon to the 

Exile

1st Kings 971 

- 851 BC

Judah (south) Joel 835 BC, Isaiah 740-680 BC, 

Micah 735-710 BC, Zephaniah 635-625 BC, 

Jeremiah 627-580 BC, Habakkuk 609-605 BC, 

Lamentations 586 BC

Israel (north) Amos 767-753 BC, Hosea 755-710 

BC, Ninevah Jonah 760 BC, Nahum 660 BC, 

Edom Obadiah 890 BC or 586-539 BC?

930 BC 

Kingdom is 

divided

Judah

(south)

Israel

(north)

../Kens Stuff/The Divided Kingdoms.doc


720 BC ï331 BC

586 BC 

Babylonian 

conquest of 

Judah (south), 

1st temple 

destroyed

519 BC 2nd

temple 

(rebuilding) 

under Persian 

rule of Cyrus 

the Great

640 BC Lehi flees

Jerusalem

420 BC 

Malachi 

closes 

the OT

The rise of 

the scribes

539 BC Babylon 

falls to Persia, 

many Jews return 

to Judea

Esther  483-

473 BC

Ezra 458 BC

Nehemiah 444 BC

Daniel 605-536 BC

Ezekiel 593-570 BC

Haggai 520-518 BC

Zechariah 520-518 BC

Malachi 432-420 BC



331 BC ï4 BC

166 BC Judah 

Maccabee revolts 

(Hasmoneans)

63 BC Roman General 

Pompey conquers 

Jerusalem, Roman rule 

begins

Alexander dies, 

his generals 

fight for control 

of middle east

Ptolemy

(Egypt)

Seleucus

(Syria, 

north)

331-160 BC Hellenic 

rule and cultural & 

religious influence

142-63 BC  Jewish 

autonomy and 

independence under 

Hasmonean rulers

331 BC Alexander 

the Great conquers

Persia, Hellenic 

period begins

Pharisees & 

Sadducees



4 BC ï638 AD

133 AD Bar Kochba

revolt

135 AD Judea 

renamed Palestina, 

Jews banned from 

Jerusalem

614 AD Persians 

conquer Palestine

628 AD Byzatine

Emperor Heraclius 

takes Jerusalem

636 AD Arab 

conquest of 

Jerusalem

66 AD 1st Jewish 

revolt, 70 AD 

Jerusalem & temple 

destroyed

4 BC Herod  

becomes king, 

restores temple



638 AD ï1948 AD

1187 AD Saladin 

retakes Jerusalem

1517 AD 

Ottoman Turks 

conquer 

Palestine

1740 Ottomans 

invite Jews to 

return and rebuild
1909 1st

kibbutz 

(Degania), Tel 

Aviv founded

1099 AD Crusaders 

take Jerusalem, kill 

most, expel Jews

1860 1st modern 

Jewish settlement 

outside Jerusalem

1917 Balfour 

Declaration

May 14, 1948

Israel  declared a 

nation again



Hebrew Scripture
Å The Tanakh, pronounced [taônax] or [tᴅônax], is the name 

used in Judaism for the Hebrew Bible. The Tanakh is also 

known as the Masoretic Text or the Miqra. The name 

"Tanakh" is a Hebrew acronym formed from the initial 

Hebrew letters of the Masoretic Text's three traditional 

subdivisions

ï The Torah ("Teaching", also known as the Five Books of Moses)

ï Nevi'im("Prophetsñ)

ï Ketuvim ("Writings")

ï Hence TaNaKh

Å According to the Talmud, much of the content of the 

Tanakh was compiled by the "Men of the Great Assembly" 

by 450 BC, and have since remained unchanged.  Modern 

scholars are less certain, but some believe that the process 

of canonization of the Tanakh became finalized between 

200 BC and 200 AD

Continued



Hebrew Scripture

Å The Talmud (learning or instruction) is a Judaic text that records 

rabbinic discussions about Jewish customs, law, ethics and 

history.  It has two components:

ï Mishnah, completed about 200 ADthe first written Jewish law text.  Often, 

the terms Talmud and Mishnah are used interchangably.

ï Gemara, completed about 500 AD, a discussion of the Mishnah and 

commentary on the Tanakh.

Å The Mishneh Torah is the complete code of Jewish law, written 

by Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides) approximately 800 

years ago.

Å Today there are three main branches of Judaism

ï Reform Judaism does not emphasize the Talmud.  Reform Judaism posits a 

liberal view and rejects the notion of binding Jewish law.

ï Conservative Judaism teaches the Talmud, primarily as source material for 

Halakha, the collective Jewish law drawn from the Tanakh, Talmud, rabbinic 

law and tradition.

ï Orthodox Judaism stresses the importance of the Talmud in religious 

schools and among all Orthodox Jews



Old Testament Structure

ÅHistorical books:
ï Genesis 

ï Exodus 

ï Leviticus 

ï Numbers 

ï Deuteronomy 

ï Joshua 

ï Judges 

ï Ruth 

ï 1 Samuel 

ï 2 Samuel 

ï 1 Kings 

ï 2 Kings 

ï 1 Chronicles 

ï 2 Chronicles 

ï Ezra 

ï Nehemiah 

ï Esther 

ÅProphetical books:
ï Minor Prophets: 

ÅHosea 

ÅJoel 

ÅAmos 

ÅObadiah 

ÅJonah 

ÅMicah 

ÅNahum 

ÅHabakkuk 

ÅZephaniah 

ÅHaggai 

ÅZechariah 

ÅMalachi 

Continued

ÅPoetical & 

wisdom 

books:
ï Job 

ï Psalms 

ï Proverbs 

ï Ecclesiastes 

ï Song of 

Solomon 

ÅProphetical books:
ï Major Prophets: 

ÅIsaiah 

ÅJeremiah 

ÅLamentations 

ÅEzekiel 

ÅDaniel 



Old Testament Structure

ÅBooks in more 

chronological order
ï Genesis 

Å Job (written during the time of 

Genesis)

ï Exodus 

ï Leviticus 

ï Numbers 

ï Deuteronomy 

ï Joshua 

ï Judges 

Å Ruth (written during the time of 

Judges)

ï 1 Samuel 

ï 2 Samuel 

Å 1 Chronicles & Psalms (written 

during the time of 2 Samuel)

Å 1 Kings 
ï Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, & 2 

Chronicles (written during the time of 1 Kings)

Å 2 Kings 
ï Hosea, Amos, Habakkuk, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Joel, Micah, Zephaniah, Lamentations, Jonah, 

Nahum, & Obadiah (written during the time of 

2 Kings)

Å Ezekiel 

Å Daniel 

Å Ezra 
ï Esther, Haggai, & Zechariah (written during 

the time of Ezra)

Å Nehemiah 
ï Malachi (written during the time of Nehemiah)

Continued



Old Testament Structure

ÅTraditional structure in Judaism

ïTorah, the five books of Moses, also 

known by the Greek term, Pentateuch

ïNeviôim, the prophets, including all of the 

major and minor prophets (when Christ 

referred to the ñlaw and the prophetsò he 

referred to the Toran and Neviôim)

ïKetuvim, the writings, including the 

Chronicles, Kings, Judges and the wisdom 

and poetic writings



What do Jews Believe?

Å Maimonides wrote the 13 principles of faith in the 11th century.  

They explain the core beliefs of Judaism.

ïGod exists 

ï God is one and unique 

ï God is incorporeal 

ïGod is eternal 

ïPrayer is to be directed to God alone and to no other 

ï The words of the prophets are true 

ï Moses' prophecy is better than any other prophet's 

ï The Written Torah and Oral Torah (teachings recorded in the 

Talmud) were given to Moses 

ï There will be no other Torah 

ïGod knows the thoughts and deeds of men 

ïGod will reward the good and punish the wicked 

ï The Messiah will come 

ï The dead will be resurrected 



Isaiah: Deliberately Difficult

Å Isaiah is advanced scripture, but an 

understanding of Isaiah is not only 

vital, but endlessly rewarding

Å Approximately 35% of Isaiah is 

quoted in the Book of Mormon, 

evidence of the value of his words

Å There are helps to understanding 

Isaiah
ï Click here for  keys to understanding 

Isaiah and a basic explanatory 

commentary on each chapter

ï Click here for an explanation of Isaiahôs 

world and culture

ï Click here for an explanation of the 

allegory of the olive tree

ï Click here for an explanation of the 

seemingly confusing commandment that 

Isaiah prophesy and make the hearerôs 

heart fat and ears heavy 

Isaiah wrote more about Christ than 

any other Old Testament prophet and 

he was quoted more by the Savior 

and apostles and Book of Mormon 

prophets than any other prophet.  

Isaiahôs messianic prophecies 

contain vital messages for the saints 

of the last days. Click here for 

Isaiahôs references to Christ.
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